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ANIMAL TREATMENT/CONFINEMENT APPARATUS 



TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to animal care, and more particularly to apparatus 
for confinement and treatment of animals. 

BACKGROUND 

Pet owners and veterinarians may find it difficult to administer therapeutic 
treatment to pets, including administration of fluids, administration of medications and 
other supportive care therapy. Administration of therapeutic treatment is even more 
difficult when the treatment must be administered over a prolonged period of time, such 
as by subcutaneous administration, injection from a syringe, or by enteral or parenteral 
feeding. 

SUMMARY 

The present invention is directed to an animal confinement device having 
administration apparatus to aid in therapeutic treatment such as the provision of fluids, 
medications and other supportive care therapy. The administration apparatus includes a 
fluid container support, used to hold fluids for gradual administration, or a syringe cradle, 
used to support a syringe allowing more rapid administration, or both. The device 
includes a housing sized to receive an animal, such as a cat. 

In one embodiment, the device includes a box-shaped housing sized to receive an 
animal. The housing includes a front panel, a rear panel, a bottom panel, and two side 
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panels. A fluid container support is coupled to the housing, which supports a fluid 
container. The device may also include two top panels coupled by hinges to the housing, 
which open to allow the animal to be placed into the housing. Once the animal is placed 
into the housing through the top opening, the top panels may be closed independently to 
5 cover a portion of the top opening. The top panels may be secured by clasps to hinder the 
animal's escape. By covering less than one hundred percent of the top opening, the 
animal's handler has access to the animal, allowing not only administration of medicine 
or fluids but also a comforting touch. At the same time, the partial covering of the top 
^ aids in preventing the escape of the animal from the container. The device may further 

Q 10 include a syringe cradle, which supports a syringe. In addition, a window may be 

IjJ provided in the front panel, covered by a grate, allowing the animal to see the outside 

W 

W environment. 

In another embodiment, the present invention includes a housing sized to receive 
an animal and to confine the animal during therapeutic treatment and two top panels 
U 1 5 coupled to the housing. Once the animal is placed into the housing through the top 
opening, the top panels may be closed. The panels may not cover the top opening 
completely, so the handler may still have access to the animal. The apparatus may also 
include a fluid container support, a syringe cradle or both. 

In a further embodiment, the present invention includes a housing sized to receive 
20 an animal and to confine the animal during therapeutic treatment, with a fluid container 
support coupled to the housing. The apparatus may also include a syringe cradle. 

Other advantages, features and embodiments of the present invention will become 
apparent from the following detailed description, and from the claims. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an animal medical confinement device. 
Figure 2 is an elevational view of administration apparatus on an animal medical 
5 confinement device. 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of an animal treatment/confinement device, 
showing a typical use of the device. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

10 Figure 1 is a perspective view of an animal treatment/confinement device 10 in 

accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. Animal treatment/confinement 
device 10 assumes the form of a generally box-shaped housing sized to receive an 
animal, the housing including a front panel 12, rear panel 14, bottom panel 16 and side 
panels 1 8 and 20. Rear closure panel 22, coupled to side panel 20 by hinge 26, is 

15 ordinarily free to swing between an open and a closed position. 

In Figure 1, rear closure panel 22 is shown in a closed position. Similarly, front 
closure panel 24, coupled to side panel 20 by hinge 64 (shown in Figure 3), is ordinarily 
free to swing between an open and a closed position, and is shown in Figure 1 in an open 
position. Rear closure panel 22 and front closure panel 24 operate independently. The 

20 use of rear closure panel 22 and front closure panel 24 will be described in more detail 
below. Panels 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22 and 24 may be constructed from materials having 
the strength and rigidity to confine the animal and to support the administration apparatus 
that will be described below. Such materials may include metal, wood and plastic. 
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Front panel 12 includes a window 28, covered by a grate 30. Grate 30 may be 
manufactured of metal, plastic or other material strong enough to prevent the animal's 
escape. In ordinary usage, an animal placed into device 10 faces front panel 12, and is 
permitted to see the outside environment through window 28 and grate 30. Some animals 
5 feel less confined when they can see the outside environment, and are consequently more 
amenable to therapeutic treatment. Window 28 further offers the advantage of allowing a 
distraction to be offered to the animal. 

Animal treatment/confinement device 10 includes post 32, which supports 
administration apparatus and aids in the provision of medications and fluids. Figure 1 

10 shows post 32 affixed to side panel 20. Post 32 may be affixed by various fasteners, such 
as screws, bolts or brackets. Alternatively, post 32 may be formed integrally with side 
panel 20, or may be partially housed within a sleeve defined by side panel 20. Post 32 
may also include a portion that extends under bottom panel 16 and may be affixed to 
bottom panel 16. Although post 32 may be formed from various materials, post 32 may 

15 be required to support the weight of a fluid container 50 such as a drip bag (shown in 
Figures 2 and 3), and constructing post 32 from metal offers weight-bearing advantages. 

Post 32 supports syringe cradle 34, which is configured to support syringe 54 
(shown in Figure 2) as will be explained in more detail below. In addition, post 32 
includes a crook-shaped portion that serves as fluid container support 36. Fluid container 

20 support 36 is shown in Figure 1 as substantially above side panel 20, so that fluid 

container support 36 does not interfere with placing the animal in device 10. To improve 
balance, animal treatment/confinement device 10 may include support apparatus to 
reduce the risk of tipping when a fluid container is borne by fluid container support 36. 
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Tipping is more likely to occur when device 10 is made of lightweight material and when 
there is insufficient weight applied to bottom panel 16. Figure 1 shows extendable braces 
38 as one example of support apparatus. Extendable braces 38 may be housed in sleeves 
in bottom 16, extended to provide support when needed, and retracted when no longer 
5 needed. Many other types of support apparatus may be used, or bottom panel 1 6 may be 
weighted to enhance stability. Extendable braces 38 shown in Figure 1 are intended for 
illustration and are not intended to limit the scope of the invention. 

Figure 2 depicts administration apparatus. In particular, Figure 2 shows post 32, 
syringe cradle 34 and fluid container support 36 in use. Fluid container 50 is supported 

10 by fluid container support 36. Syringe 54 is supported by syringe cradle 34 and is 

configured to permit operation of syringe 54 with one hand. In an exemplary form shown 
in Figures 1 and 2, syringe cradle 34 includes a bracket, and is configured to allow 
syringe 54 to be snapped in and out of the bracket. Syringe cradle 34 may be coupled to 
post 32 in many ways, such as by screws, by bolts or by adhesives. The configurations of 

15 syringe cradle 34 and fluid container support 36 shown in Figures 1 and 2 are intended 
for illustration and are not intended to limit the scope of the invention. 

In a typical case, fluid container 50 is used for more gradual administration of 
fluids, medicines or other supportive care therapy, and syringe 54 is used for less gradual 
administration. Figure 2 depicts a case in which both forms of administration may occur 

20 simultaneously. Medicine or fluid administered by fluid container 50 is channeled to the 
animal through catheter 52, and medicine or fluid administered by syringe 54 is 
channeled through catheter 56. Medicine, fluid or other supportive care therapy may be 
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applied as needed, such as intravenously, intramuscularly, subcutaneously or by enteral 

or parenteral feeding. 

Figure 3 shows animal treatment/confinement device 10 in an exemplary use. For 

illustrative purposes, Figure 3 depicts fluid administration to cat 60. Cat 60 is confined in 
5 device 10 while fluid is administered subcutaneously from fluid container 50 by handler 

62. Handler 62 may be, for example, an owner or veterinarian. 

In ordinary usage, cat 60 may be placed into device 10 with its hindquarters 

toward rear panel 14 and its head toward front panel 12. The animal may be placed into 

device 10 rear feet first. As the animal is further lowered into device 10, rear closure 
jO 1 0 panel 22 may be closed. Clasp 66 may be engaged to prevent the animal from opening 
, rear closure panel 22 and escaping. While handler 62 restrains cat 60, such as by holding 
i?j its collar, front closure panel 24 may be closed and may be secured with clasp 68. 

/ Alternatively, front closure panel 24 may be closed and clasped 68 before cat 60 is placed 

|U into device 10, then the animal may be introduced into device 10 head-first, after which 

I ^ 1 5 rear closure panel 22 may be closed and clasped 66. 

gJ * In the embodiment shown in Figures 1 and 3, rear closure panel 22 and front 

closure panel 24, when closed, do not completely cover top opening 40 of device 10. 
Rear closure panel 22 and front closure panel 24 each cover approximately thirty percent 
of top opening 40. As a result, a substantial percentage of top opening 40 remains 
20 uncovered, giving handler 62 freedom to touch cat 60 with one or both hands, and to 
administer therapeutic treatment as needed. Touching can prove soothing to cat 60 
especially during administration of therapeutic treatment. Rear closure panel 22 and 
front closure panel 24 together may cover a larger or smaller percentage of top opening 




6 



Attorney Docket T^^p)999-0100US01 

40. When confinement device 10 is sized for a smaller animal, for example, rear closure 
panel 22 and front closure panel 24 may each cover a substantially smaller percentage of 
top opening 40 than is depicted in Figure 3, thereby giving handler 62 freedom to touch 
the animal and to administer therapeutic treatment. Similarly, when confinement device 
5 10 is sized for a larger animal, rear closure panel 22 and front closure panel 24 may each 
cover a substantially larger percentage of top opening 40 than is depicted in Figure 3. 

A number of embodiments of the invention have been described. The 
configuration of animal treatment/confinement device 10 shown in Figures 1, 2 and 3 is 
an exemplary configuration, and the invention is not limited to the shown configuration. 

10 Various modifications may be made without departing from the scope of the claims that 
follow. For example, another embodiment of the confinement device may include 
multiple windows instead of one, or the windows may be covered by glass, plastic bars or 
a window screen. An embodiment may hinge the closure panels on the side panel 
opposite the post, or may hinge the closure panels on the end panels. A further 

15 embodiment may include front and rear closure panels of unequal sizes. Different 

housing sizes may be used for treating different animals. A housing shape other than a 
box may be used to confine the animal, such as an oval-shaped housing, or a housing that 
allows more head room for the animal but less room for its hindquarters. The syringe 
cradle may be coupled to the confinement device at a site other than the post. The post 

20 may be telescoping or otherwise retractable. Other embodiments may include additional 
features, such as handles to enhance portability or interior padding for the comfort of the 
animal. These and other embodiments are within the scope of the following claims. 
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